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INTRODUCTION 


The Freedom’s Way Heritage Association includes 37 Massachusetts 
communities that are linked by historic events that helped to shape America’s 
democratic form of governance and the intellectual traditions that underpin 
American freedom, democracy, conservation and social justice. Freedom’s Way 
communities extend from Arlington on the east to Winchendon on the west. 

They represent a wide range of cities and towns, each shaped by the relationship 
between nature and culture. 

Heritage landscapes are special places created by human interaction with the 
natural environment that help define the character of a community and reflect its 
past. They are dynamic and evolving; they reflect the history of a community 
and provide a sense of place; they show the natural ecology that influenced land 
use patterns; and they often have scenic qualities. The wealth of landscapes is 
central to each community’s character, yet heritage landscapes are vulnerable and 
ever changing. For this reason it is important to take the first steps towards their 
preservation by identifying those landscapes that are particularly valued by the 
community - a favorite local farm, a distinctive neighborhood or mill village, a 
unique natural feature or an important river corridor. To this end, the 
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and the 
Freedom’s Way Heritage Association (FWHA) have collaborated to bring the 
Heritage Landscape Inventory program (HLI) to communities in the Freedom's 
Way area. The primary goal of the program is to help communities identify a 
wide range of landscape resources, particularly those that are significant and 
unprotected. The focus is on landscapes that have not been identified in previous 
survey efforts in a given community. Another important goal of the program is 
to provide communities with strategies for preserving heritage landscapes. 

The methodology for the Heritage Landscape Inventory program was developed 
in a pilot project conducted in southeast Massachusetts and refined in Essex 
County. It is outlined in the DCR publication Reading the Land which has 
provided guidance for the program since its inception. In summary, each 
participating community appoints a Local Project Coordinator (LPC) to assist the 
DCR-FWHA consulting team. The LPC organizes a heritage landscape 
identification meeting at which interested residents and town officials offer 
community input by identifying heritage landscapes. This meeting is followed 
by a fieldwork session including the consulting team and the LPC, often 
accompanied by other community members. This group visits the priority 
landscapes identified in the meeting and gathers information about the 
community. The final product is this Reconnaissance Report, prepared for each 
participating community. It outlines the history of the community; describes the 
priority heritage landscapes; discusses planning issues identified by the 
community; identifies planning tools available in the community; and concludes 
with preservation recommendations. A list of all of the heritage landscapes 
identified by the community is included in the Appendix. 
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